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XMM-Newton: Users and Type of Mission

• Users:
– Large Community:  1500 - 2000 scientists
– All scientific topics are addressed

• from comets and planets up to the most distant quasars
– Majority of users are not directly connected with the XMM-

Newton project

 Observatory type mission:
– Annual call for observing time proposals (AOs)
– Peer review process (OTAC)
– Support for users: proposal preparation and submission,

definition of observation details, enhancement,
scheduling/coordination … help-desk, …analysis
(SAS)…calibration …archiving (XSA)…
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Requests and Usage

• AO6 (closure Oct 2006):
– 594 valid proposals
– Oversubscription 6.9
– 425 different principal

investigators from 29
countries

– 1550 individual scientists
– In total: 3500 scientists

participated on XMM-
Newton AOs

• OTAC:
– 13 panels
– 66 scientists (rotation every

2 AOs)

• XSA:
– 2150 external registered users
– 145 external users used the

XSA in October 2006 (typical
value)

– 1700 data sets (ODF and PPS)
were downloaded by external
users (in October 2006)

• SAS:
– Version 7.0 (public since 1st

June 2006)
– 1500 downloads
– ~2000 scientists have access to

SAS 7.0 (based on feedback to
our questionnaire)
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Publications
2005: 288 publications 
2006: 307 publications 

2007(May): 116
in refereed journals 
directly based on 
XMM-Newton data



XMM-Newton
5

Norbert Schartel 

Citations I

     Analysis of
XMM-Newton
papers (R.
Smith, GSFC)

         44%          7.4%5 years ago:

         35%          6.4%4 years ago:

         38%          1.9%3 years ago:

         37%          3.4%2 years ago:

         50%          7.8%1 year ago:

Top 10% Astro-
physical Papers

Top 1% Astro-
physical Papers

XMM-Newton
Papers from
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Citations II

…”…”

…”…”

…”…”
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Highlights 2007 (so far)
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Highlights 2007 (so far)

Please contact
(Norbert.Schartel@
sciops.esa.int) or
the XMM-Newton

Helpdesk
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XMM-Newton: The Next Decade

• Background for Workshop: XMM-Newton Users Group
Extra-ordinary Meeting (9 January  2007)
Resolution (http:/ /xmm.esac.esa.int/)
Extensions are not any longer automatically granted
Costs
Title of Workshop

• Scientific Workshop:
– scientific reasons and requirements for extensions
– 125 participants
– WS  conference
– schedule is extremely tight
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XMM-Newton: The Next Decade

• The WS should address three questions:
1. Are there scientific reasons to extend XMM-Newton

mission to  2010-2012?
• Herschel & Planck follow-up,..

2. Are there scientific reasons to extend XMM-Newton
beyond 2012?
• Open fundamental questions, new science topics,

long term value, ...
3. Are there new observing strategies, modes, analysis

tools, or calibration issues important for the future of
XMM-Newton?

– Time vs. ideal scientific case
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Proceedings
1. Presentations will be put online

at http://xmm.esac.esa.int/

2. 2nd issue of Astronomical Notes
in 2008
– Page limit of 120 pages
– Minimum number of pages

per article 4
– Referees for papers will be

needed
 Presenters of Review Talks

and Solicited Talks  will be
contacted


