ASTRO-F Observers' Fact-sheet V 1.1 (10 May 2005)

ASTRO-F is an infrared sky survey mission from the Ingtitute of Space and Astronautical
Science (ISAS) of the Japan Aerospace eXploration Agency (JAXA) with the participation
of the European Space Agency (ESA).
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ISAS/JAXA's ASTRO-F satellite, due for launch in early 2006, will perform an all-sky survey in six wavebands between 9 and 180 microns, at higher
sensitivity, spatial resolution and larger wavelength coverage than IRAS. The resulting catalogues are expected to contain more than a million sources.
Deep imaging and spectroscopic surveys with pointed observations will also be performed in selected areas of the sky.

Launch January-February 2006
Sun-synchronous polar

Orbit Altitude: 745 km
Period: 100 mins

Telescope diameter 68.5cm

Telescope temperature 5.8K

Wavelength coverage

1.8 — 26 um (IRC)

In addition to the surveys, a significant phase of the mission will be dedicated to pointed observations of astronomical targets. 30% of these opportunities
are available to the general astronomical community, via the traditional route of Call for Proposals, followed by peer-review. Resulting from ESA’s
collaboration in this mission, 10% are open to European users, the other 20% are for Japanese and Korean astronomers. These ‘Open Time' observations
will be scheduled after the survey prioritised part of the mission, starting at about eight months after launch.
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