
Flyby Targets – take your pick:
2024 Launch: Direct Trajectory2024 Launch: Mars Flyby



Hera flyby target selection criteria
1:  Binary asteroid
• Allows comparison of binaries.
• Identification of common and different characterictics.
• Potential insight into formation and evolution of binaries.

2:  Non-S type asteroid
• Greater taxonomic diversity.

(S-types most abundant among spacecraft encounters to date).

3:  Fresh surface
• Insight into space weathering.
• Q = unweathered S type. Relation unknown for other classes.
• Active, paired or clustered asteroids may have exposed 

unweathered surfaces.
Need candidates with known properties, or have opportunity to 
make observations to determine them before Hera flies.


