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AO 21 VI

Category Topic Category Topic
A Stars E AGN
B Compact Objects F Galaxies and Clusters

G Cosmology 
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Scientific Categories 

A) Life-cycle of stars and planets
B) Isolated and binary compact objects & their evolution
E) Active Galactic Nuclei, Quasars, BL-Lac Objects and Tidal Disruption Events
F) Galaxies, Groups of Galaxies, Clusters of Galaxies and Superclusters
G) Cosmology, Extragalactic Deep Fields and Large Extragalactic Areas
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AO 21 VII / Large Programmes 



1111

AO 22 Preparation 

 Planned key milestones (public since 1 February, 2022, XMM-Newton Newsletter #252 & SOC webpages):
 Announcement: 17 August 2022
 Due date for proposals: 7 October 2022
 Final approved program: mid December 2022
 Second phase submission 10 – 27 January 2023
 Start of observations: 1 May 2023

 5 Scientific categories / 11 Panel / 56 Scientists
 OTAC chairperson: Prof. Phil Charles, Southampton/Oxford, United Kingdom
 OTAC panel Chairpersons are asked not to participate on new Large Programs 
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Targets of Opportunity and Director’s Discretionary Time I
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Targets of Opportunity and Director’s Discretionary Time II
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Publications 
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Publications 

2021: 369
21 April 2022: 134
refereed publications 
inline with SPC 
criteria
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Publications: Nature and Science Papers 
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Evolution of Large and Multi-Year-Heritage Programmes  

Courtesy Pedro Rodriguez
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Evolution of Coordinated Observations  

Courtesy Pedro Rodriguez
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Evolution of TOOs  

Courtesy Pedro Rodriguez
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Public Outreach I
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Public Outreach II
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Workshop 2021

 Chairperson of Scientific Organizing 
Committee: Prof. Katja Poppenhaeger

 353 (Register) Participants
 Great Success 
 Proceedings will be published as issue 

of Astronomical Notes  
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Workshop 2022

 Chairperson of Scientific Organizing 
Committee: Dr. Giovanni Miniutti

 90 contributed talks 
 Proceedings will be published as issue 

of Astronomical Notes  
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Future of Workshops and Conferences? 

 2023 The X-ray Universe Conference?
 2024 Workshop
 Suggestions of topic & title & Chairperson of scientific organizing committee 
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Mission Extension 

 Mission extension scheme is changed from 2 + 2 years to 3 + 3 years

 Currently, XMM-Newton:
 Approval for 2021 and 2022
 Tentative approval for 2023 – 2025

 Proposal sent for (final decision only March 2023 (after meeting of ministers November 2023)):
 Approval for 2023 – 2025
 Tentative approval for 2026 – 2028
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XMM-Newton User Model
 The aim of defined proprietary periods is to give Principal Investigators (PI, compare XMM-Newton user model), a fair and 

reasonable opportunity to publish their XMM-Newton data in a refereed journal. This covers both normal proposals and 
unanticipated Target of Opportunity (TOO) notifications. At the same time, the rules ensure that data are made available to the 
worldwide scientific community in a timely manner.

 XMM-Newton user model
 The user model assumes a small research group as typically found in European universities. All permanent staff have 

significant teaching duties that, during certain periods of the year, allow very limited time for research. In addition, the research 
group may contain non-permanent full-time researchers (e.g. post-doc), post-grad students and other students, the numbers of 
which can fluctuate and may have other responsibilities. It is recognised that the combined teaching and research environment, 
even in small research groups, can often generate new ideas and hypotheses, sometimes of a transformational nature, that 
lead to subsequent XMM-Newton programs.

 In many ESA member states, an accepted XMM-Newton proposal ensures funds for a post-doc or a Ph.D. position. Experience 
shows that a 1-year proprietary period is the minimum required within most PhDs, and is often too short to get results published, 
which is relevant especially in the case of high-interest data.

 Based on experience early in the mission, a proprietary period of 0.5-year is generally granted for unanticipated TOOs so as: (1) 
to allow publication in high-profile journals, e.g. Nature and Science; (2) to avoid hasty and poor detection claims in circulars.

I thank M. Santos-Leo and P. Charles for helpful comments
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MYHP: Quo Vadis?

+ orbit 
provides 
less time 
outside 
radiation 
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