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. Abstract

We present a sample of 99 spectroscopically identified (R<22 mag) X-ray selected point sources in the XMM-LSS survey with 2-10 keV flux between 8 10> and 8 10** erg s* cm~. We have
performed an X-ray spectral analysis for all these X-ray sources in order to assess whether they are intrinsically absorbed or not. Their optical classification is based on the measured FWHM
of the permitted emission lines. The sample turns out to contain 61 broad line AGN, 35 narrow emission line galaxies and 3 absorption line galaxies. We find at most a mild correlation
between the X-ray and the optical classifications, with 32 of the 99 X-ray sources having discrepant X-ray and optical classifications. Taking into account the possible dilution of the AGN by
their host galaxy and other plausible effects, we have shown that 12% of the X-ray sources are not consistent with the standard orientation-based unified scheme.
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Dilution of the AGN emission by the host galaxy light Large dust grains within the torus imply reduced extinction
Low dust-to-gas ratio imply sublimated dust or ionized gas
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