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Introduction to the SMPAG meeting, 31 Jan 2024

q Welcome
q Introducing our 

visitor, Dr. 
Felicitas Mokler

q Reception
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Warning systems triggered – here ESA’s Meerkat plots 
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SMPAG status

D. Koschny, SMPAG chair

Jan 2024
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Current status - 1

q All documents and minutes 
are available via the web 
page:
https://www.smpag.net.

https://www.smpag.net/
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Current status - 2

q 18 member delegations (see https://www.smpag.net/smpag_members)

§ New request to join from Canadian Space Agency – see dedicated agenda item

q 7 observers
§ European Astronomical Society (eas-astro.org) has requested observer status 

– see dedicated agenda item

q 1 ex-officio member (IAWN)
q SMPAG hypothetical asteroid impact exercise in sprint 2

§ Prepared and coordinated by the Italian Space Agency ASI
§ Dedicated agenda item

https://www.smpag.net/smpag_members
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Some thoughts from the chair

q IAWN steering committee met yesterday to “define way 
forward”

q We are in the middle of the SMPAG exercise
§ What do we do in case SMPAG  becomes active – and in particular, 

how do we do it, who does what
§ Sprint 1: Define de-facto or intended procedure on how to act within 

space agencys/offices
§ Sprint 2: Abstract the results to define a coordinated SMPAG 

procedure
§ Sprint 3: Communication and coordination within SMPAG – and at 

some point: practise and implement what we defined in sprint 1 and 2?
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Some thoughts from the chair - 2

q Then what?
q Possibly: Use sprint 3 to involve decision makers more (just 

like we did at the last PDC) – directors, international relations 
teams, people or organisations that take decisions on funding.

q The “A” in SMPAG is ”advisory” – but we need to know whom 
to advice, and the advicees need to know about us.
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And finally:

q Next meeting was proposed already last time: 


