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Overview

I. “The Artemis Accords and its implications for SMPAG’s work” 

2-pager (5min)

II. LWG Summer/Fall 2024 - Report Review (5min)

III. SMPAG/PDC 2025 Collected Legal Questions (5min + 5min   

discussion)

IV. Plans for 2025 (5min)

V. Admin/Other Updates (5min)
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Fall/Winter 2024/2025

Circulate 2-pager to SMPAG members & collect :

● Feedback on clarity and readability

● Potential follow-up questions

● Guidelines for future work
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II. LWG Summer/Fall 2024 - Report Review 

Chapter 1: Introduction (reviewed by all)

Review To Be Completed

Chapter 2 : “Obligation to Inform and to Act”:
Team: Rosa Maria De Arellano, Jean-François Mayence, Kesniel Carpio, Jesus Ruiz

Review To Be Completed

Chapter 3: “Legality of Planetary Defense Methods”
Team: Dave Koplow, Alissa J. Haddaji, Martin Reynders

Review Completed

Chapter 4: “Responsibility for PD activities”
Team: Sergio Marchisio, Steve Mirmina, Nicholas Fernandes

Review To Be Completed

Chapter 5: “Liability”
Team: Alexander Soucek, Hugo Lopez, Clémence Lambrecht

Review To Be Completed

Chapter 6: “Considerations for Decision Bodies”
Team: Irmgard Marboe, Nikola Schmidt

Review Completed
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1) The impact corridor goes over Europe and Africa. Most countries in the

potential impact corridor will not have the possibility to deflect an asteroid.

Could they ‘ask for help’? Do they have a right to do so?

2) On the other hand – can countries or a private company that could deflect

the asteroid, ask for affected countries to pay to be helped? E.g. ‘We will save

you, once you contribute to the mission for xx MEuros’. What would be the

legal consequences attached to such a situation?

3) If Antarctica was affected, are there special legal protections we should

consider? 1st suggested step: Review the Antarctica Treaty and see what

could be relevant to this question.*
*(Questions 1, 2 and 3 were asked on Wed. August 14th by Detlef, SMPAG Chair, to the LWG,

during our 1st SMPAG LWG PDC 2025-focused telecon).

4) Explore the legal issues associated with gradual or multi-step deflection of

the Earth impact location (slow push techniques).

III. SMPAG/PDC 2025 Collected Legal Questions (1/3)
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Proposed questions from LWG team members:

● A legal risk analysis per deflection method (1 to 2-pager covering the

“liability” challenges, the “decision to inform and to act” challenges, the

“responsibility” challenges, etc. / per deflection method)

● Explore future communications & coordination with UN Legal Sub

Committee (discussion in progress)

● Legal tools enabling an early greenlight and launch of a mission

III. SMPAG/PDC 2025 Collected Legal Questions (2/3) 
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Any comments or questions to add?
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III. SMPAG/PDC 2025 Collected Legal Questions (3/3) 



• SMPAG delegations are invited to provide feedback on the Artemis 

Accords & PD 2-pager 

• SMPAG delegations are invited to suggest SMPAG/PDC questions they 

would like to see addressed by the LWG

• Monthly / bi-monthly LWG team meetings to:

1) Finish the LWG 1st report review

2) Answer SMPAG/PDC questions submitted to the LWG 
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• A.J. Haddaji & Dave Koplow volunteered to join the PDC Exercise

Implementation group (August 2024-)

• SMPAG LWG Coordinator Contract Renewal

2022-2024 contract concluded on August 31st 2024

Renewal in progress (ESA PDO)

• Samuele Alberti (SWF) and Niklas Hedman (COSPAR Gen. Council) were

invited to attend future LWG meetings (Fall 2024-)

• Potential New Member to LWG (mentioned by Yao Zhang, CNSA)

• Departing Members (2024)
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V. Admin/Other Updates (2/4)

List of SMPAG LWG current members (22) as of October 11th 2024
See shared Google Sheet: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EQsmgR7bvPU3d96BfwCQVHkwfwYj3ZukS-7P-7r-

5jg/edit?usp=sharing

12/15



V. Admin/Other Updates (3/4)

List of SMPAG LWG departing members (3) as of October 11th 2024  
See shared Google Sheet: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EQsmgR7bvPU3d96BfwCQVHkwfwYj3ZukS-7P-7r-

5jg/edit?usp=sharing
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SMPAG delegations without representation in the LWG

• CSA (Canada)

• CNSA (China)

• JAXA (Japan)

• KASI (Republic of Korea)

• ROSA (Romania)

• ROSCOSMOS (Russian Federation)

• SSAU (Ukraine)

• SUPARCO (Pakistan)
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Any comments or questions to add?
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