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Presentation Plan
I. AHLWG Summer Workshops Recap (5min)

II. Current and Prospective Members as of Oct. 11th 2023 (10min)
– To be reviewed by SMPAG (and approved after SMPAG meeting)

III. Invitation Letter to New Members (10min)
– To be reviewed & approved by SMPAG

IV. Proposed Workplan (5min)

– To be reviewed & approved by SMPAG

V. Updated ToR (10min)

– To be reviewed & approved by SMPAG

VI. Suggested topics for 2nd AHLWG report (15min)

– To be reviewed by SMPAG 



I. AHLWG Spring + Summer Workshops 2023 Recap
• LWG members participated in the PDC 2023 Legal Aspect of PD session 

(April 2-7)

1st Summer Workshop: Tuesday, July 11th, 2023, 14.30-16.00 CET
• 1st review of AHLWG 2017 ToR

• 1st review of membership invitation letter draft

2nd Summer Workshop: Friday, July 21st, 2023, 17.30-18.30 CET
• 2nd review of AHLWG 2017 ToR

• 2nd review of membership invitation letter draft

• 1st brainstorming session + suggestions for AHLWG 2nd report

3rd Summer Workshop Part 1: Thursday, August 31st, 2023, 18.00-19.00 CET
3rd Summer Workshop Part 2: Friday, September 1st, 2023, 15.00-16.00 CET

• 2nd/3rd  brainstorming sessions + suggestions for AHLWG 2nd report

• Review meeting (Team Coor. + SMPAG Chair + SMPAG Sec.): Thursday, 
Oct. 5th,  15:00 CET



II. Current (16) and Prospective (2) Members as of Oct. 
11th 2023 
See shared Google Sheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EQsmgR7bvPU3d96BfwCQVHkwfwYj3Z
ukS-7P-7r-5jg/edit?usp=sharing



SMPAG delegations without representation
in the AHLWG (50%, 9 of 18 delegations)

• CNES (France)

• CNSA (China)
• Czech Republic

• JAXA (Japan)

• KASI (Republic of Korea)

• ROSA (Romania)

• ROSCOSMOS (Russian Federation)

• SSAU (Ukraine)

• SUPARCO (Pakistan)

• Future new SMPAG members



III. Invitation Letter to New Members



IV. Proposed Workplan

• SMPAG delegations will be invited to suggest new members to the AHLWG by 
Oct. 31st 2023.

• A complete list of new prospective members will be sent out to all SMPAG 
delegations by Nov. 15th 2023.

• Without objections from SMPAG delegates by Dec. 1st 2023, all prospective 
members may be approved to join the AHLWG team.

• A first virtual AHLWG team meeting will take place on Dec. 15th 2023, with a 
follow-up first in-person meeting planned in Spring 2024.

• From Oct. 15 to Dec. 15th 2023, current and prospective AHLWG team 
members may be virtually convened to provide input and participate in 
brainstorming sessions on prospective topics for its second report.

• When requested, the AHLWG team will review the SMPAG Exercise Sprint 2 
report. 



V. Suggested updates to SMPAG AHLWG ToR (1/4)



V. Suggested updates to SMPAG AHLWG ToR (2/4)



V. Suggested updates to SMPAG AHLWG ToR (3/4)



V. Suggested updates to SMPAG AHLWG ToR (4/4)



3 Proposed Edits

• Proposed harmonized name change: from « SMPAG Ad-Hoc Working Group on 
Legal Issues (SMPAG Legal WG)» to « SMPAG AHLWG » to « SMPAG Legal 
Working Group (SMPAG LWG) »

• « New SMPAG LWG members will be nominated on behalf of his/her
organization » to the gender neutral « on behalf of their organization »

• A first virtual AHLWG team meeting will take place on Dec. 15th 2023, with a 
follow-up first in-person meeting planned in Spring 2024.

• « Membership is normally limited to 15 legal experts and 5 technical experts »

Suggestions taking into consideration the following feedback:
- No number limitation to create an incentive?
- Should there be a difference between the number of legal experts and technical experts ?
- Can all SMPAG delegations be represented?
- Does the number of team member remain manageable?

Proposed edit: « The number of SMPAG LWG legal experts should be limited to twice the 
number of SMPAG delegations »



VI. Suggested topics for 2nd AHLWG report
See working document here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1apHPAItncf3WRSbQfqHMQETyx6dKf9evRNhg4OlmTyE/edit?usp
=sharing

• Focus on liability-related questions, for example:

“What should be done now, and/or on the eve of a planetary defense mission, 
about the following international legal matters in order to simultaneously:

a) avoid deterring a state from undertaking a planetary defense mission, 
due to fear of the acting state’s financial liability (..)

b) ensure there is appropriate and just financial assistance to the state(s) 
where the asteroid does strike.”

“Proposed Goal(s): Analyze the liability issues, describe some alternatives,
and present the legal problems for political decision-makers.”

“Study the possible liability and risks of not doing anything.”

“How to we ensure compensation to the states impacted? And to possible states
impacted if something went wrong? How to make sure states do not act out of 
fear to be liable for damage if they helped?”

• Review and respond to legal questions discussed by the PD community (Ex: at the 
PDC) (other than the nuclear option)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1apHPAItncf3WRSbQfqHMQETyx6dKf9evRNhg4OlmTyE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1apHPAItncf3WRSbQfqHMQETyx6dKf9evRNhg4OlmTyE/edit?usp=sharing


Any questions?


