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ESLAB in Noordwijkerhout 1966
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ESA
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Planck

 ESA cosmic microwave background experiment, launched 2009
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Today

Planck’s Cosmic Microwave Background

ESA and the Planck Collaboration
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Through the Looking Glass: Chapter V
“I’m seven and a half exactly.”

“You needn't say ‘exactually,’ “ the Queen remarked: 
“I can believe it without that. Now I’ll give you 
something to believe. I’m just one hundred and 
one, !ve months and a day.”

“I can’t believe that!” said Alice.

“Can’t you?” the Queen said in a pitying tone.       
“Try again: draw a long breath, and shut your eyes.”

Alice laughed. “There’s no use trying,” she said:     
“one can’t believe impossible things.”

“I daresay you haven’t had much practice,” said the 
Queen. “When I was your age, I always did it for half-
an-hour a day. Why, sometimes I’ve believed as 
many as six impossible things before breakfast.”

Lewis Carroll: “Through the Looking Glass and What Alice Found There” (1871) / Illustration: Sir John Tenniel
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First Solvay Conference in 1911

One hundred and one years, !ve months, and one day ago today

Photograph: Benjamin Couprie, via Wikipedia

Standing L–R: Goldschmidt, Planck, Rubens, Sommerfeld, Lindemann, de Broglie, Knudsen, Hasenöhrl, Hostelet, Herzen, Jeans, 
Rutherford, Onnes, Einstein, Langevin           Seated L–R: Nernst, Brillouin, Solvay, Lorentz, Warburg, Perrin, Wien, Curie, Poincaré
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Proving General Relativity
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Sir Arthur Eddington The total solar eclipse of 1919



One of Eddington’s original cycling guides
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Eddington and the E-number
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Sir Arthur Eddington

E is the number of days a cyclist has cycled more than E miles
Eddington’s !nal E was 84; mine since May 2011 is only 25: must try harder!

Courtesy John Butler, whose parents moved into Eddington’s house in Cambridge 
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What was Einstein’s E-number?
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Albert Einstein in front Ben Meyer’s house in Santa Barbara, 1933 / Leo Baeck Institute archives

(His h-index is 97, according to Google Scholar)
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Planck’s !rst all-sky CMB image
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ESA and the Planck Collaboration
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ESA and the Planck Collaboration
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Welcome ...


