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Beate Stelzer and Deborah Baines

Introduction and Welcome to the   
1st AAUG Meeting

Astronomy Archives User Group Meeting, 11th June 2018
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Welcome!

Astronomy Archives User Group (AAUG) tasks:

Ø Identify synergies and/or similarities in the recommendations about 
the future development of the Astronomy archives.
Ø Act as an advocate for the ESA Astronomy archives and ESASky. 
Ø Suggest inclusion in the astronomy archives / ESASky of data not 
currently served but related to the missions. 
Ø Advise ESA on the most important functionalities of ESASky and 
monitor its development to ensure it best meets the needs of the user 
community. 
Ø Advise on the main functionalities of a possible future web service 
linking the Heliophysics, Planetary and Astronomical archives.
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Roundtable

Ø Roundtable
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Background

D. Baines
• Astronomy Archives Science Lead (April 2018). 

• Product owner (aka Project manager/archive scientist) for ESASky and ESA Hubble Science 
Archive

• Joined Archives team in ESAC July 2008 to provide science support, particularly to in past 
10 years: Virtual Observatory and IVOA activities; Hubble archive; Gaia archive; Ulysses 
Archive; SOHO archive, core activities & ESASky (since first concept).

• Was also running the student traineeship programme at ESAC.

• 2.5 years Research Scientist at National Physical Laboratory, London, Time and Frequency 
group – ESA Galileo (GNSS) projects.

• 2 years UK Gemini Support Group Astronomer at the University of Oxford

• PhD in Astrophysics, University of Leeds: Resolving binaries and the circumstellar
environment of Herbig Ae/Be Stars and Be stars with Spectro-astrometry. (Optical & IR 
spectrometry, spectro-astrometry, formation of young & intermediate mass stars).
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Who are we? ESAC Science Data Centre: 
The Digital Library of the Universe

Primary source of data for ESA’s Space Science Missions
• Astro-, Planetary, Helio-, and Fundamental Physics
• Science data and added value tools
• All phases from development to Legacy

Providing Services to
• Scientific Community 
• Science Ground Segments teams
• General Public and potentially Citizen Science

+ JWST
Web applications Java applications 
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3 in Operations
2 in Develop.
3 in Post-Ops 
2 in Legacyhipparcos

2020

2021
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Enable synergies across and within the projects

Ø ESDC composed of 
scientists and SW engineers

Ø One team providing 
horizontal support to all 
mission SGSs / SOCs
Ø Archive scientists are 
product owners of their 
archive. 

Ø Ensure global overview 
and continuity through all 
phases of the missions AAUG PSA UG HAUS
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Agenda


