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Abstract

Research into the fundamental topic of star formation has
come of age in recent years, with the era of major space-
based facilities such as Herschel, Chandra, and Spitzer. Such
facilities have helped in the investigation of important
questions in star formation: the formation and evolution of
stellar clusters, effects of cluster environment on the
processing of circumstellar material, and recently with
Herschel, the relation of core mass to the initial mass function
and the filamentary structure of molecular clouds. Yet these
puzzles remain unsolved. Future missions will open new
avenues of research, and help answer some outstanding
questions while providing new topics to pursue.

With Gaia and ALMA coming online in the next two years,
JWST planned to replace the current space missions, and
SPICA under study, we propose a workshop to discuss these
missions and how they will impact future research in the field
of star formation.



