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 EPIC BG working group:   9th meeting: 22/03/10 – Madrid
 Location :  Faculty of Mathematics, Complutense University

 Agenda

  15:00 - 17:00                                 [Minutes - IdC]    
 - Introduction and action items from last meeting   [AR]

 - Updates to the Blank Sky Project              [JC]

 - Solar Wind Charge Exchange as seen by XMM-Newton    [JC]

 - BGWG SOC activities (FWC/ESAS)    [IdC]

 - Discussion: Web Pages, BG Components, FWC data, 

         new scripts/tools, long-term BG trends etc.    [AR + all]
 - Summing-up - AOB - Plans for the next period - Next meeting

Also 23/03/10 in CAL meeting:

- MOS CCD Noise                                                                   [AR]
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Open/ongoing action Items from last meetings

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_01_12: on MF: Once any BG or Closed fits files had been obtained, the user can change their 
CCF_PATH etc. setup so that a new cifbuild would incorporate these extra files. This enables the BG/Closed events 
files (e.g. the ones used in SS's task) to be used in the SAS, without them having to be included in the CCF files. - 
ONGOING - Interface TBD (MF & RS, CG: for esas in SAS) 

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_03_08: on MF: UHB update section 3.2.4: outside FoV eff. area (up to 80 arcmin), Update of 
CCF (currently not supported, calview, 15 arcmin, TBC) OPEN – provide numbers from simulations by B. 
Aschenbach

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_03_10: on SM: provide BGWG with script on bkg treatment in spectral analysis (after 
publication of related paper) – OPEN
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_03_11: on AR/HC: check HK parameters for anomalous MOS FWC data- ONGOING

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_04_02: on SS/K. Kuntz: try to extend MOS tools such that they also work for EPIC-pn by about 
June 2007 – ONGOING (see presentation KK)
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_04_08: on AR: trigger the generation of smaller sub-sets of EPIC-pn FWC data (with M. 
Freyberg) Þ update of FWC web page needed – ONGOING (low priority as no user demand)
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_06_07: On SM: to provide new threshold numbers for the Fin/Fout tool to AR to allow him 
another update of that script (specifically to account for the MOS1 CCD6 loss) – OPEN

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_07_04 On JC: continue investigation of possible solutions to ghosting problem - ONGOING
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_07_07 On CG & IdC: to check BGWG pages from a users point of view and to provide ideas for 
further improvement of the documentation – OPEN

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_07_08 On CG & IdC: to consider preparation of simple analysis threads and recipes for the 
analysis of extended sources (mentioning complexity & different approaches) – ONGOING (documentation of esas 
SAS task & thread needed)
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New Action Items resulting from the March 2009 meeting: 

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_01 On JC: Add example current Blank Sky files to web form so that ‘standard’ requests might 
be fulfilled avoiding duplications of such requests
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_02 On JC: Implement some changes to web page text taking into account user comments

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_03 On JC: Add to Blank Sky request response page information on the exposure weighted NH 
from the used component files
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_04 On AR & JC: Consider and plan the long term support for the Blank Sky delivery system, 
i.e. a transfer from the semi- to a full-automatic system
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_05 On KK & CG: Discuss possibilities to simplify the calibration files for esas
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_06 On ME: Take care of the implementation of the new approach for FWC observations at the 
SOC: Change of Routine calibration Plan, two versions of RCFs, scheduling procedure
AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_07 On IdC: Prepare a draft version of the planned report of BGWG activities to the XMM-
Newton User Group meeting in May 2009, and iterate it with AR

AI_EPIC_BG_WG_08_08 On KK: Look at whether anomalous MOS cases can come and go within observations.
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End of actions
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Changes to the Web Pages
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End


